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trips to the Super Bowl and five victories. This
year I thought was especially important for the
team, and Jerry Jones said so after the victory
over Pittsburgh, I might add, a hard-won victory
and an excellent game. And the Steelers put
up a great fight.

But Jerry must have been thinking about the
injuries the team had overcome, the fact that
there were two losses in December. And I have
to say to my longtime friend and fellow Arkan-
san Barry Switzer—he was second-guessed so
much, for a while I thought people had mis-
taken him for the President. [Laughter]

I want to congratulate everyone who played
on this team: Emmitt Smith for his remarkable
record-setting 25-touchdown year—be a long
time before that’s—[applause] I congratulate
those who are here and those who are not here,
Troy Aikman, all the receivers, the defensive
backs.

But I would be remiss, as someone who un-
derstands what it’s like to get the limelight all
the time, when you’re backed by a team that
deserves the credit and they don’t often get
it—that’s the way Presidents are. I’m always up
giving the speeches, always getting the credit.
But as somebody who has been a footfall fan
ever since I was old enough to know what the
football looked like, I don’t believe I’ve ever
seen a team play better, from tackle to tackle,
on offense and defense, as the line did for the
Dallas Cowboys in the closing games from the
playoffs up to the Super Bowl. They were awe-
some, and they deserve a lot of the credit as
well.

I want to say a special word, too, to Charles
Haley, who came back from all of his injuries
and played in the Super Bowl. It was wonderful
to see him on the field. And if he wasn’t out
of pain, he sure hid it. And if you can play
in pain, you can run for public office. [Laughter]
It’s something you might consider.

I also want to say a special word of apprecia-
tion—I think all Americans and people who are
fans of the Cowboys and people who are fans
of the Steelers were glad to see the performance
that Larry Brown put into the Super Bowl that
won him the MVP award, especially after he
lost his young son. I think every parent in Amer-
ica identified with it and admired his courage
as well as his performance.

So this was a good year for the Dallas Cow-
boys. But because of the way they won and
the way they played and the obstacles they over-
came, it was a good year for professional football
and for reminding us all that talent is never
enough. You also have to want to win. You have
to have the courage to accept adversity and
overcome it when you face it. And you have
to keep going when the going gets tough. This
year the Dallas Cowboys did just that. And every
one of us in America can cheer them for that
great accomplishment.

So, congratulations. We’re glad to have you
at the White House.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:05 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Dallas Cowboys former player Cal-
vin Hill, owner Jerry Jones, and quarterback Troy
Aikman.

Statement on the Executive Order on Illegal Immigration
February 13, 1996

We are a nation of immigrants. But we are
also a nation of laws. My administration has
put in place a comprehensive strategy to address
the problem of illegal immigration. Over the
past 3 years, we have begun to reverse years
of neglect at the border, with a 50 percent in-
crease in border patrol agents and new tech-
nology to stop illegal crossings. We are deport-
ing record numbers of criminals and other de-
portable aliens. But all this will not stem the

tide of illegal immigration if we do not reduce
the job magnet that draws illegal immigrants
to this country.

It is against the law for businesses to hire
workers who are illegal immigrants and are not
authorized to work in the United States. For
too long, however, the Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service (INS) has lacked the resources
needed for vigorous enforcement. My adminis-
tration has provided the INS with the resources
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it needs to enforce the law. We have made
it easier for employers who want to comply with
the law. At the same time we have cracked
down on employers who repeatedly violate the
law. But we must do more.

Today I am signing the Executive order on
immigration that I announced in my State of
the Union Address. This Executive order keeps
Federal contracts from going to businesses that
knowingly hire illegal workers. It reinforces the
principle that Government business—and tax
dollars—should not be directed to employers
who knowingly hire illegal workers. And for the
first time, it will subject those companies to
Governmentwide debarment. This will help the
efficiency of our Government. And it will have
the effect of increasing respect for our laws.
The Executive order is simple and straight-
forward. It will neither burden employers with

needless paperwork, nor place unreasonable de-
mands on Government contracting agencies.

At the same time, I want to make clear that
we will not tolerate employment discrimination.
Federal laws prohibit employers from discrimi-
nating against employees or new hires on the
basis of national origin or race. These anti-
discrimination laws protect legal workers, and
I am determined that our strengthened enforce-
ment of illegal immigration laws will not weaken
these protections.

American jobs belong to America’s legal work-
ers. This Executive order will make clear that
when it comes to enforcing our Nation’s immi-
gration laws, we mean business. We are deter-
mined to restore the rule of law to our Nation’s
immigration system.

NOTE: The Executive order is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.

Remarks to the Community in Woodland, Washington
February 14, 1996

Good morning. Let me say first of all a word
of thanks to Mayor Graham for giving me a
good tour this morning. I’m here with your two
Senators, Senator Murray and Senator Gorton,
and of course Governor Lowry and Congress-
woman Smith. And we have also Senator Ron
Wyden from Oregon with us. And James Lee
Witt, the Director of FEMA, and my Chief of
Staff, Mr. Panetta, and I came in this morning
to—and we flew over the flooded area, and
we’ve been walking down the streets talking with
some of the folks.

I was on the other side of the street where
the houses were built higher, and they now have
lakefront property, I see; that’s what the Glea-
sons told me. And of course, I was with Doug
and DeLois Jungnickel down there in their
home, and I saw how much they’ve lost.

Let me say to all of you, I know there’s noth-
ing that anyone, including the President, can
say that will make these losses go away. I can
tell you that in my life, in my former life when
I was a Governor, I have been in whole commu-
nities that were wiped out by floods. I’ve been
in whole communities that were torn apart by
tornadoes. And I have been very impressed with

what the people here have done—the way
you’ve rallied together, the way you’ve worked
to help save as much as you could—the work
the Corps of Engineers has done to try to get
the water down as much as possible as quickly
as possible. And I want to begin just by thanking
all of you who worked hard to minimize the
damage of this flood.

When I leave here, we’re going to kind of
a roundtable discussion, and we’ll talk about
what the Federal Government can do to try
to help you rebuild. The only thing I can do
to you is to pledge to you that I will do every-
thing I can to see that we move as quickly
as possible to do as much as we can, everything
we’re allowed to do within the law, to help
you rebuild and to go on with your lives.

I can see just from talking to the mayor—
he told me he had lived here all of his life—
that this is a wonderful community with good,
strong families and good, strong values, and I
loved seeing the children at the school today.
We will do what we can to help you put it
back together and get going in the right direc-
tion just as quickly as we can. And meanwhile,
I hope you will keep your spirits up. This will
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